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TIM EASTON TO RELEASE NEW ALBUM 

 PORCUPINE 
 ON NEW WEST RECORDS APRIL 28 

 
Spring Tour Dates Announced, Including NYC & LA Shows 

 
Los Angeles, CA -- February 27, 2009 -- Contemporary Folk/Rocker Tim Easton has been driven 
westward both geographically and musically since his college days in Ohio. On his 5th album, 
Porcupine, due out April 28th from New West Records, the Joshua Tree, CA resident  returns to his 
mid-western sound and lets a myriad of guitar riffs rooted in blues, rock, and folk set the color for 
observational lyrics capturing life from the desert to the sea and around the world. The new album 
finds Tim's writing skills sharpened, possibly inspired by his friend and mentor Lucinda Williams. 
Easton, known for his non-stop touring (from Dublin to Anchorage to Bangor to Jacksonville), will be 
on the road with a band, supporting Porcupine beginning this Spring, including a stop in Austin, TX 
where Tim will appear at several events during the South By Southwest convention, including the New 
West Records day party.   
 
For Porcupine, Tim went back to Alex The Great and Club Roar studios in Nashville to work with Brad 
Jones and Robin Eaton who produced his debut album, Special 20.   He wanted to “make some noise 
and get that jagged, midwestern rock and roll sound again" so he hand-picked the Ohio-based rhythm 
section – Sam Brown on drums (Gaunt, New Bomb Turks, RJD2) and Matt Surgeson on bass and 
backing vocals (Matt also played on Special 20). Renowned guitarist Kenny Vaughn, who Tim met 
playing in Lucinda’s band for her Car Wheels tour, played second guitar.  
  
Porcupine visits the rough edged and electric side of Tim's recordings, although it's an acoustic track 
that provides the record's shiniest moment in the pop-folk jangle of "Seventh Wheel.”  Tim wrote the 
song in as much time as it takes to sing it while staying at friend's house in Dublin, and the band 
demanded that he record it for the album after hearing the demo he made in Ireland.   As for the title 
Porcupine, Tim explains “I thought the physical animal called the porcupine was a perfect symbol for 
the sound of this record in that it appears to be a gentle and harmless creature from a distance but up 
close it is in fact sharp and potentially dangerous.”   
 
Tim has released three critically acclaimed albums on New West thus far: The Truth About Us (2001), 
Break Your Mother’s Heart (2003) and Ammunition (2006).   He has toured with label mates John 
Hiatt and The Flatlanders, as well as with The Jayhawks and Lucinda Williams.  Living in the village of 
Joshua Tree between tours has made more time available for other creative endeavours such as 
painting and writing.  "There's not much else to do out here," Tim remarked, "so going for long hikes 
with my dogs or making music, paintings, and stories is what fills my average day at home."  There 
will be an exhibition of Tim's paintings, which are folk art based pieces that focus on the guitar, at 
Yard Dog Gallery in Austin during this year's SXSW conference.   A series of 500 individually painted 
vinyl album jackets will be part of the Porcupine release, and the New West CD release will feature 
Tim's art on the cover. 
 
He is also the founder and publisher of a community newsletter and 'zine called The Joshua Tree 
Republic.    
 



 
 
 
Confirmed Tour Dates: 
 
3/18-3/21 – South By South West including: 
New West Records day party (3/19 at Club Deville) 
Sin City Social Club day party (3/20 at Maria’s Tacos) 
Ground Control Touring showcase (3/20 at Habana Bar Backyard) 
* email Amanda to find out set times and additional parties/showcases that Tim will be at. 
 
Monday 4/27/09 Fort Wayne, IN Brass Rail    
Thursday 4/30/09 Chicago, IL The Hideout    
Friday 5/1/09 Columbus, OH The Rumba Café   
Saturday 5/2/09 Whitesburg, KY Summit City    
Sunday 5/3/09 Charleston, WV  Mountain Stage at Cultural Center Theater   
Tuesday 5/5/09 Arlington, VA IOTA Club and Café    
Wednesday 5/6/09 New York, NY The Mercury Lounge 8pm   
Thursday 5/7/09 Philadelphia, PA  Johnny Brendas   
Friday 6/5/09 Los Angeles, CA The Mint 
 
** MANY more dates to come 

For additional tour dates and more information visit: www.timeaston.com and 

newwestrecords.com/timeaston 

 

For cover artwork, photos and bio visit:  Press.newwestrecords.com/timeaston 

 

# # # 
About New West Records: 
New West Records LLC is an eleven year old, wholly independent record label distributed in the United States 
by RED Distribution.  With offices in Los Angeles and Austin TX, the company is staffed by a unique blend of 
music and business specialists.  The label has had over a dozen releases debut in the Billboard Top 200 and 
boasts a number of Grammy

®
 award winning artists including Dwight Yoakam, Steve Earle, Rickie Lee Jones, 

Kris Kristofferson and Delbert McClinton. In addition, the roster includes Ben Lee, Buddy & Julie Miller, Corb 
Lund, John Hiatt, Jordan Zevon, Mark Olson & Gary Louris, Old 97’s, Randall Bramblett, Ray Davies, Stephen 
Bruton, The Drams, The Flatlanders and Tim Easton. The extensive catalogue boasts releases from Benji 
Hughes, Drive-By Truckers, Jason Isbell and Vic Chesnutt. New West Records also has partnerships with 
Danny Goldberg’s AMMAL Records, Scott Weiland’s Softdrive Records, and exclusively releases CDs and 
DVDs from the award-winning television program “Austin City Limits”. 
 

 
Publicity Contact: Amanda Ornelas / 310-246-5766 / amanda@newwestrecords.com 

 
 


